
SYLLABUS: CALCULUS I (MATH 125)

SECTIONS 39443 AND 39446

SPRING 2018

instructor name: Aaron Mazel-Gee

office: KAP 438D

textbook: Essential Calculus, Stewart (2nd ed.)

email: aaron.mazelgee@usc.edu

office hours: 1-2 on Mon. and 1-3 on Wed.1

course website: http://etale.site/teaching/s18/

s39443 s30446

lecture 11-12 on MWF in SGM 601 12-1 on MWF in GFS 118

teaching assistant (TA) Man Luo Ye Qiu

TA email manl@usc.edu yeqiu@usc.edu

discussion sections 12-1 and 1-2 on TuTh in KAP 134 2-3 and 3-4 on TuTh in KAP 134

office hours Tu 2-3, Th 6-7, and F 10-11 in KAP 263 Tu 4-5 and W 5-7 in KAP 263

math center: The Math Center (KAP 263) will be an extremely valuable resource for you. Its website is
here. Your TA holds office hours there, as do all other TAs for core math classes – and they are all there to
help you. It is highly recommended that you make a habit of going to the Math Center regularly, to work
with other students and to get your questions answered as they arise.

topics:

• basic notions (§§1.1-1.6): functions; limits; continuity.

• derivatives (§§2.1-2.8): derivatives; power, product, quotient, and chain rules; implicit differentia-
tion; related rates; linear approximations.

• applications of differentiation (§§3.1-3.5, §3.7): maximum and minimum values; mean value
theorem; concavity and inflection points; curve sketching; optimization; antiderivatives.

• integrals (§§4.1-4.5): areas under curves; Riemann sums; definite integrals; evaluation of definite
integrals; fundamental theorem of calculus; integration by substitution.

• inverse functions (§§5.1-5.5): inverse functions; logarithm and exponential functions; exponential
growth and decay.

grades: This course will be graded on a curve. Its various components contribute to your grade as follows.

• participation: 5%

• homework: 15%

• quizzes: 10%

• midterms: 2×20%

• final exam: 30%

last updated: January 23, 2018
1If these times conflict with your schedule, I am also available to meet by appointment.
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participation: Calculus is a difficult subject, and it is essential that you stay on top of the material if
you want to succeed. In order to facilitate this, you will be expected to read the textbook according to
the schedule laid out on the course website, taking particular note of anything that you find mysterious or
confusing. In class, you will occasionally be asked to demonstrate that you have indeed read the assigned
sections; this will determine your participation grade. * However, there is no need to inform me of any one-
off absences from lecture. It would be administratively infeasible for me to keep track of this, and anyways
if you are missing enough lectures that this could seriously impact your final grade, then there are bigger
issues to worry about than your participation grade in the first place.

homework: Homework will be assigned on Thursdays, and will be due at the beginning of discussion
the following Thursday. Late homework will not be accepted. An assortment of the problems from each
homework will be graded. In your solutions, you should give at least a brief explanation where applicable
(e.g. for problems whose answer is just “yes” or “no”). No homework will be due in the same week as an
exam. In order to account for unexpected circumstances, your lowest two homework scores will be dropped.

* quizzes: There will be quizzes at the beginning of Thursday discussion sessions, which cover the material
on the homework that is due the same day. There will be no quiz the first week, and no quiz in the same
week as an exam. In order to account for unexpected circumstances, your lowest two quiz scores will be
dropped.

midterms: There will be two midterms, both held during class. They will take place on Fri. 2/9 and Fri.
3/23. No make-up midterms will be given.

final exam: The final exam will be 8-10am on Wed. 5/9; note that this is an exception to the usual final
exam schedule, listed at the bottom of this webpage. There is no make-up final exam.

* At the end of the semester, these various items will be combined into a single raw score. Speaking very
roughly, I would expect the A-range cutoff to be around 80/100, and the B-range cutoff to be around 60/100.
But these can vary substantially according to a wide range of factors.

blackboard learning management system:

• Homework assignments as well as announcements concerning the course will be posted to Blackboard.
It is your responsibility to check there frequently.

• Your scores will also be recorded on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to check that your scores
are recorded correctly.

• You are always welcome to email me or the TA about any issue regarding the course. However,
please check the syllabus and the Blackboard announcements before emailing in case your question
is already answered there.

academic integrity: You must abide by the university policies on academic integrity. Please review them
here. In essence, these policies require you to be honest. So, please: be honest.

collaboration: I strongly encourage you to work and study together. However, any work you submit must
be your own; you may not copy solutions from another student (or from any other source).

* calculators: We will not be using calculators in this course.

getting help: There is a strong correlation regularly attending office hours and/or the Math Center and
performing well in the class. It’s worth emphasizing that you do not need to come to either with specific
questions; often, the biggest challenge is in figuring out what exactly you’re confused about. However, you
will likely only benefit from these resources if you spend some good time working on your own first.

https://classes.usc.edu/term-20181/finals/
http://scampus.usc.edu
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* accuracy of grades: We – your TAs, the grader, and I – will do our very best to record your grades
accurately. However, with as many of you as there are, it is very possible that we will occasionally make
clerical errors. It is your responsibility to ensure that your grades have been entered correctly on Blackboard.

classroom conduct: Please remember that you and your classmates are here to learn, and refrain from
disruptive or otherwise inconsiderate behavior. In particular, cell phones are to be turned off and kept out
of sight during class: even if you are able to multitask or already understand the material, using your phone
will likely be distracting to your fellow classmates.

students with disabilities: Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is
required to register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. Please ensure that DSP
delivers its letter of verification to me as soon as possible, to give me enough time to make suitable arrange-
ments. You can find information about DSP (location, hours, contact, etc.) here.

note: This syllabus is subject to minor changes throughout the semester, as needed. In the interest of
transparency, all versions will remain available on the course website.

http://dsp.usc.edu

